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“… a charity that builds girls’ confidence and raises their 
aspirations, helping them to fulfil their potential and 
enabling them to be a force for good.”
Maureen Reid, County President
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‘Learning by Doing’ has always been fundamental to Girlguiding from its 
earliest days more than a century ago, and the pages that follow will give you 
an insight into the action and opportunities which girls in Glasgow have been 
involved in during the year under review.

A recently launched awareness campaign presents a powerful statement about 
what Girlguiding is and what it does: a charity that builds girls’ confidence and 
raises their aspirations, helping them to fulfil their potential and enabling them 
to be a force for good.

But while the girls are the focus of our Promise centred programmes, they 
rely hugely on the motivation and inspiration of their volunteer leaders, 
whose enthusiasm and example enable them to experience the best that such 
programmes have to offer.

Do remember that attitudes will be caught, and this brief introduction needs  
to reinforce the value which Girlguiding Glasgow looks for from its leaders in 
order to ensure the best possible experience for every Rainbow, Brownie,  
Guide or Senior Section member in their units. And to say a loud thank you for 
the generous commitment of time, talents and experience which the Movement 
extracts from them!

Maureen Reid 
County President

Welcome from our 
County President 
Maureen Reid
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Report from our County Commissioner 
Jill Elborn

Girlguiding Glasgow has 
once again had a year full 
of adventure, challenge 
and friendship from our 
youngest Rainbow at five 
years old, all the way 
through to our most  
senior members.

Girlguiding challenges each County to 
#BeOurBest through its strategic plan and 
this was very much at the core of our 
Girlguiding Glasgow County weekend which 
was held in January. Girlguiding Glasgow’s 
new Executive and Consultative members 
spent an intensive weekend together 
deciding on the strategic direction the 
County will take over the next five years. 
Seven objectives and a clear vision were set 
out by the team and this vision is now at the 
heart of everything we do. 

Our organisation is dependent on our 
volunteers and Girlguiding Glasgow strives 
for excellence by delivering a robust 
training programme for all Leaders within 
the County. Our volunteers’ enthusiasm for 
learning and development was more than 
evident at our County training day held in 
February. Leaders participated in various 

sessions, refreshing and enhancing existing 
skills to ensure a high quality of good 
Guiding is constantly delivered in our units.

Developing life skills and experiencing 
new challenges is high on the agenda for 
Girlguiding Glasgow members, and to work 
towards this a varied event programme was 
delivered throughout the year. Our biggest 
day of celebration in Girlguiding is World 
Thinking Day and this year we celebrated 
at The Bridge in Easterhouse. Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides participated in art, 
drama and dance workshops. The highlight 
was, without a doubt, a swimming session 
with inflatables – before we all renewed our 
Promise which is our unique connection with 
the 10 million Guides and Girl Scouts around 
the globe.
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Adventure and the outdoors are at the 
core of the Girlguiding programme and 
all sections have had opportunities to 
participate in this at a County level. 
Rainbows and Brownies attending the Rah 
Rah Rio fun day held in April were met by a 
vibrant event site filled with colour, music 
and lots of activities to visit across the day. 
Our youngest members definitely showed 
that #ThisGirlCan when learning new skills 
in our artistic gymnastics sessions and mini 
Olympics, before a visit to meet some very 
special guests from the petting zoo! 

Ensuring members are proud to be part of 
Girlguiding Glasgow is at the forefront of 
our vision. Guides and Leaders participated 
in a County camp that was inspiring and 
forward-thinking. Rockin’ Rio was based on 
a festival theme and allowed members to 
visit four zones across the long weekend. 
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Guides were challenged in the Olympic zone 
with bubble football, archery and netball 
before gearing up for the Carnival zone by 
making carnival floats, festival headdresses 
and festival face paint. Teamwork was 
high on the agenda when completing 
several challenges to gain air miles to visit 
Rio in the Adventure zone. After all the 
exertion, a visit to the Refresh Zone was 
really needed to chill out in the hot tubs 
and unwind with yoga and fruit smoothies. 
Without a dedicated volunteer team to 
deliver the event and support the Guides 
over the weekend, a camp of such scale and 
quality would simply not be possible; so our 
Sugarloaf lounge was a place of serenity 
throughout for Leaders only, with good chat, 
cake and coffee.

Giving girls a voice was at the heart of 
our Senior Section celebrations this year 
as our section for girls and young women 
aged 14 to 26 celebrated reaching the 100-
year milestone. This has been a cause for 
celebration for members across the United 
Kingdom. Girlguiding Glasgow enjoyed  
a lovely summer’s evening sailing down  
the River Clyde with a party band and  
photo booth and thanks to a function 
nearby, fabulous fireworks closed the  
event in style! One of Girlguiding Scotland’s 
Senior Section celebration themes was 
afternoon tea; therefore, Girlguiding 
Glasgow Senior Section members were 
invited to join our County Thanks and 
Recognition event at the Grand Central 
Hotel to round off our celebrations.

The fun and adventure becomes ever more 
flexible and challenging as our members 
progress on their Girlguiding journey.  
Our Senior Section members have been  
on various International adventures  
across the summer, visiting Switzerland, 
Finland, India and the Czech Republic,  
while a County team participated in 
Girlguiding Scotland’s Catch Us in Cologne 
wide game – the culmination of a week-
long journey across Europe. Each adventure 
challenges our members and gives young 
women the confidence to explore the world 
in a safe environment. 

Girlguiding Glasgow celebrated diversity 
by joining Girlguiding Scotland at Pride 
Glasgow. Members participated in the 
parade which was full of music and colour. 
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Increasing our visibility within the city is 
a key objective of Girlguiding Glasgow, 
challenging perception and ensuring 
that those who are not familiar with 
our organisation become aware of the 
outstanding youth work our charity delivers 
in the city. Our goal is to create more access 
to Guiding not just for youth members but 
also for adult volunteers.

Developing strong and confident young 
women is a core principle of our organisation 
and through a girl-led Guiding programme, 
youth members are challenged at all stages. 
A group of our candidates for the Queen’s 
Guide Award – the highest available in 
Girlguiding – have recently undertaken a 
service project to raise awareness across 
Girlguiding Scotland’s units about the plight 

of refugees and have worked in  
conjunction with the ‘Step in Our Shoes’ 
project to collect footwear to send to 
those in need. They launched a nationwide 
campaign and Girlguiding Scotland members 
rose to the challenge, with a staggering 
5600 pairs of shoes being collected to date. 
This project is a prime example of young 
women taking the lead and delivering a 
project with direct impact to those less 
fortunate than ourselves.

Girlguiding Glasgow’s Executive made 
a commitment at the start of 2016 
to continue to develop a robust and 
transparent governance process and have 
set out in earnest to achieve this. This 
process does not have a final destination, 
it is a journey and Girlguiding Glasgow 

has set out on the right path by ensuring 
we have a team who come from different 
backgrounds, all with varied skillsets and 
knowledge. Throughout the year, various 
new appointment holders have taken the 
next step in their Guiding adventure. 
For many this is the first time they have 
taken on a County role and with that, we 
are benefiting from new perspectives and 
transferable skills from their personal 
and professional backgrounds. We have 
undergone a County restructure with the 
introduction of several new working groups 
to ensure the organisation is working as 
efficiently and effectively as possible, 
with the aim of streamlining processes to 
maximise the output of our volunteering. 
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Key areas we have focused our energy on 
are new budget management processes, 
and streamlining our communication with 
our members including introducing a new 
County newsletter format and website. 
We are supporting volunteers through 
the introduction of our membership 
team, whose members are committed to 
supporting unit Leaders in all aspects of 
their roles. Compliance is a key component 
for Girlguiding Glasgow and this has been a 
significant theme for our outdoor team as 
they develop plans for Achachairdeis, our 
campsite facility, ensuring it is sustainable 
and is positioned as one of the leading 
Girlguiding campsites in Scotland.

So what does all this mean?

Girlguiding Glasgow is striving for 
excellence and we are becoming even 
better at what we do. Our Executive is 
committed to using all of the resources 
at our disposal for the benefit of the 
charity. The team is results-focused, and is 
committed to delivering on our 2020 vision.

This is merely a snapshot of the Guiding 
which is taking place at County level and 
does not even touch the sides of the activity 
taking place in our units across the city 
every week. Every youth and adult member 
has started a journey of adventure and 
Girlguiding provides many opportunities 
to all girls regardless of faith, culture and 
sexual preference. We are for all girls. 
We will continue to be the leading charity 
in Glasgow providing a platform for girls 
and women to be inspired and empowered 
within their community. Of course, this 
would not be possible without the Leaders 
who donate their time endlessly in 
supporting our members’ participation  
in a varied and dynamic programme.  
For this, I would like to say thank you  
a million times over.

So what is next?

Our new events team has an exciting 
programme lined up for our spring and 
summer term. Plans are underway to give 
our young members a voice at all stages of 

Guiding through our new Youth Forum.  
Our campsite brand will be relaunched 
aiming to raise the profile and awareness  
of our facility. We will be supporting  
and developing our volunteer Leaders  
by providing quality and inspiring training.  
We will be consulting our members on  
issues that matter to them to ensure we  
get it right.

On a personal note, I would like to thank 
Girlguiding Glasgow’s members for their 
unwavering support over the past year. 
It is an intense responsibility leading a 
charity that is so committed and passionate 
and I would like to thank everyone in 
#TeamGlasgow for adapting and evolving  
to the change which has been implemented. 
Collectively, working together has been  
the key to our successes and this has  
proven we can discover and grow! 

Jill Elborn 
County Commissioner
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Division highlights

Northern
• Guides and Senior Section visited the Botanic Gardens 

for a Mad Hatters Tea party. This was a fun evening 
with games and challenges 

• Guides had a fabulous weekend at Rockin Rio our first 
ever festival type camp at Gartocharn 

• 34 leaders and volunteers enjoyed our Division meeting 
in Mains. Malika Rose was speaking on hearing loss and 
it was a very informative evening
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South
• Division enjoyed a trip to Edinburgh Zoo during the summer

• Almost every unit in the division enjoyed going away,  
either locally to camp, or pack holiday, or internationally –  
including Prague

• A huge number of long service awards were presented this  
year including a 50th

North West 
• Rainbows enjoyed dressing up as princesses and having a  

Frozen sing-a-long

• Several units enjoyed learning about international guiding by 
swapping letters with girls in other countries. Letters were 
received from all over the world including Germany, Australia, 
New Zealand, Singapore and USA 

• Girls from across the division got outdoors with many enjoying 
pack holidays, permit camps and county camp
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North East 
• The 60th Brownies completed lots of fun 

events and activities including raising 
money for RNIB via ‘wear dots, raise lots’ 
and meeting a guide dog; carol singing 
in a local care home and in Morrisons 
supermarket; attending the Space is  
the Place sleepover at the science centre; 
and a trip to Loch Lomond Sea Life Centre 
in June

• The 60th Rainbows wrote to the Queen 
when she celebrated becoming Britain’s 
longest reigning monarch, and were 
very excited to get a letter back from 
Buckingham Palace

• The 278th Senior Section took the Tea 
Party Challenge to celebrate the Senior 
Section Centenary, and held a tea party 
for the 278th Guides

South East
• The Division celebrated a host of Queen’s 

Guide Awards

• Senior Section had an international 
adventure in Prague

• The Division celebrated at a number  
of county events including Rockin and  
Rah Rah Rio

West
• West Division Seniors took a tour of  

Europe and completed Seniors ‘Catch Us  
in Cologne’ challenge where they had  
great fun

• Rainbows and Brownies enjoyed a fun 
filled day at Rah Rah Rio, pack holidays, 
sang at old folks homes and completed 
many different challenge badges and an 
exciting night at the Science Centre

• Guides enjoyed camping at Rockin Rio, 
fundraising with St Margaret’s Hospice 
Christmas Bus, tubing, cinema and 
completed many challenge badges
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South West
• First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon visited the 

192nd Brownies

• Rainbows enjoyed a fabulous Sparkle Party

• 259th Guides enjoyed an international  
trip to Switzerland

 
East North East
• Rainbows, Brownies and Guides had a 

great day at the Bridge in Easterhouse 
celebrating Thinking Day on our very  
own doorstep

• The Leaders and Trefoil had a fun day at 
Escape Rooms followed by a lovely meal
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Glasgow Trefoil Guild
North Guild 
• Afternoon Tea which raised approximately £500
• Knitting for Premature Baby Unit at Glasgow Royal Infirmary
• Curling event enjoyed by all

NNE Guild
• Coffee morning which raised approximately £400 plus a craft stall
• Speaker who gave a talk on Guiding in the Prison Service (a new 

initiative for Scottish Guiding)
• Member’s husband who gave a talk, with exhibits from Summerlea 

Museum on 100 years of Glasgow’s amazing cinemas

 ENE Guild
• Lunch at Netherurd enjoyed by all
• Very successful Beetle Drive
• A number of members attended the UK Trefoil Guild AGM  

at Harrogate

South Guild 
• A number of young musicians from Woodfarm High School –  

excellent programme given with such enthusiasm
• Speaker from Holmwood House a National Trust Property –  

an insight into those who lived and worked there
• An excellent talk by members of South Senior Section on their  

international experiences

 County Guild 
• Trefoil Guild Annual Carol Service taken by the Rev. Catherine Beattie
• Trefoil Guild Auction – money raised from this was given to  

Guiding members towards international visits
• Scottish Trefoil Guild AGM – attended by a number of members  

from Glasgow who greatly enjoyed the wonderful evening Dinner
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Membership figures 2016

RAINBOWS

491
BROWNIES

1,146
GUIDES

667
SENIOR SECTION

107
TOTAL GIRLS

2,411

NO. OF UNITS

156
OTHER VOLUNTEERS

113
YOUNG LEADERS

65
ADULT LEADERS

510
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Donations & legacies

Donations 

Bellahouston Bequest Fund 
W A Cargill Fund 
John Dallas Fund 
MEB Charitable Trust 
Templeton Goodwill Trust 
Sir James Robertson Charitable Trust 
Soroptimist International 
Glasgow Trefoil Guild 
ENE Trefoil Guild 
FOGGLA 
Dr H Laird 
Mrs P M Reid 
Miss A Ritchie 
Mrs A K Spurway 
Anonymous (2)

Girlguiding Glasgow 
sincerely thanks the 
following organisations 
and individuals, along  
with others, for the 
financial donations  
which allow us to  
invest in the members  
of our organisation.

Legacy

Miss E Edmiston
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“We are for all girls.  
We will continue to be the 
leading charity in Glasgow 
providing a platform for 
girls and women to be 
inspired and empowered 
within their community”
Jill ELborn, County Commissioner
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Girlguiding Glasgow 
15 Elmbank Street 
 Glasgow G2 4PB

t. 0141 248 3077 
 e. office@girlguidingglasgow.org.uk 
www.girlguidingglasgow.org.uk

     GirlguidingGlasgow  
     @GirlguidingGlas
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